Press Release
Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network
on the event "Palestinian women in the liberation struggle", 15.03.2019, Berlin

An anti-democratic attack on freedom of expression
1. Background
The event "Palestinian women in the liberation struggle," organized by Samidoun, was planned
to take place on 15.03.2019 in the Dersim Cultural Center in Berlin. This event aimed to
highlight the life stories of two Palestinian women of different generations and honor Palestinian
women's struggle around International Women's Day.
The invited speakers Rasmea Odeh (born 1947) and Dareen Tatour (born 1982) would provide
unique insights and perspectives, revealing marginalized narratives of torture and detention, as
well as art and social engagement as forms of non-violent resistance. After the main
presentations, dance and theater performances were planned, as well as dialogue and
discussion with a diverse Berlin audience.

2. Speakers
Rasmea Odeh is a Palestinian women's rights activist who was sentenced in 1969 by an Israeli
military tribunal after being convicted of participating in an attack. Her confession was extracted
under torture and sexual violence. Her confession was revoked in court, as well as before the
UN Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
Population of the Occupied Territories. In 1979, she was released as part of a prisoner
exchange. Odeh co-founded the Arab Women's Committee in Chicago. She was awarded the
Outstanding Community Leader Award by the Chicago Cultural Alliance for her work on political
education in 2013.
Dareen Tatour is a Palestinian poet with Israeli citizenship, who spent years in house arrest and
was sentenced to a five-month jail term after initially being arrested in October 2015 for
publishing her poem "Resist, My People, Resist Them." She was put on trial in an Israeli court
for incitement and support of terrorism. PEN America and many freedom of expression
organizations internationally demanded the poet's immediate release.
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3. The prevention of the event
On the afternoon of 15.03.2019, the Berlin Senate Department for Internal Affairs and Sport
prohibited Rasmea Odeh from taking part in the cultural event. The immigration office claimed
that Rasmea Odeh, by her mere presence in Berlin, posed a danger to security and revoked her
Schengen visa.
Israeli Minister of Strategic Affairs Gilad Erdan has claimed that this ban was implemented
through the intervention of his ministry and the Israeli ambassador as well as a number of
Jewish organizations.
Here again, an attempt has been made by the official Israeli state to influence and impede
cultural events in Germany.

4. The press
A few days before the scheduled event, Rasmea Odeh was branded unchecked in several
sensationalist articles as a "terrorist", "hate preacher" and "anti-Semite". It should be noted
that to date no journalist has sought direct contact with Rasmea Odeh for comment or
interview. It should also be noted that most of the articles in the local press (Tagesspiegel,
Berliner Zeitung, Berliner Morgenpost) do not mention the fact that Odeh's confession was
made under torture and sexual violence. The articles found rapid and unchecked widespread
distribution. Even politicians such as the Berlin Interior Senator accused Odeh of "anti-Semitic
propaganda", and the US ambassador even used the terms "murder" and "terrorism". So far,
there was only one article in taz, which indicates that freedom of expression is endangered by
the ban on the event.
Rasema Odeh, Dareen Tatour and the organizers of the event make it clear that they
strictly reject all forms of violence, anti-Semitism, racism and sexism.

5. Legal statement
On 18.03.2019, an urgent hearing was requested at the Berlin Administrative Court. The aim is
to prevent the deportation of Rasmea Odeh.
Odeh's attorney sums it up: "Cancelling a visa based on what has happened so far in the past is
a completely novel concept from a legal point of view, especially as it is based on a confession
condemned even by the “The Special Committee to investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories"."
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6. Summary
Rasmea Odeh's rights were violated on several levels:
1. By sensationalist, inaccurate reporting and slander as a "terrorist," "murderer," and
"anti-Semite," Odeh suffered a seriously injury to her personal rights.
2. The prevention of the event restricted Odeh's right to freedom of expression.
3. The withdrawal of her visa curtailed Odeh's right to freedom of movement.

7. Prospective
We are calling for a withdrawal of the baseless allegations against Rasmea Odeh made by the
Berlin Senate, the Mayor of Berlin, Michael Müller, and the Senator for the Interior, Andreas
Geisel. We are also calling for objective and fair reporting.
We would like to receive a contact from the Senate on this matter, as well as a commitment to
constitutional and international law protecting freedom of expression.
In light of what has taken place, we cannot help but to recognize the intimidation and
criminalization of Palestinian and migrant voices and narratives in the approach to the planned
event.
Samidoun and Rasmea Odeh's lawyer are available for clarification and comment at any time.
Contact: samidoun@samidoun.net

Samidoun
Berlin, 21.03.2019
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Appendix
Excerpt from Rasmea Odeh's Statements to the UN Special Committee, 1979:
"Miss Rasmiah ODEH (A/AC.145/RT.262 and 264) was arrested on the night of 28 February 1969 with
her father and two sisters. Their house was blown up several days later. After being interrogated for 45
days (including 25 days of non-stop interrogation night and day) at the Russian Compound, in Jerusalem
and at Ramle prison, she was sentenced, on 22 January 1970, to life imprisonment on charges (which
she denied) of planting explosives in a supermarket....
Miss Odeh gave a detailed description of the physical ill-treatment to which she was subjected during her
interrogation. She also described the psychological torture that she had experienced when her father,
sisters, fiancé and other comrades were ill-treated in front of her or nearby. She stated that the physical
torture to which she had been subjected included being stripped naked, chained and beaten with sticks
and metal bars, on her head as well as on her body thereby causing her hearing problems for over one
year.
Miss Odeh stated that she had been subjected to sexual abuse while alone with her interrogators and
also in the presence of her father. She alleged that her interrogators had forced her father to violate her
but that he had fainted before he could do so. Similar treatment was meted out to her in front of her
colleagues, including Aisha Odeh. Miss Odeh stated that during her interrogation she was forced to
remain naked or have her clothes torn off her."
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